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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on February 12, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock 

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member John McDonald

In the absence of Mayor Hill, Mayor Pro Tem Maruska opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

George Freeborn, Jr. presented comments to the Council regarding the Brazos River Authority agreement for the sale of the water treatment plant.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska commented that most of these issues had already been addressed in other venues and thanked him for coming.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Council member Mikeska and a second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – January 22, 2004 and January 27, 2004

*ORDINANCE NO. 2004-3 – BUDGET AMENDMENT
REGULAR AGENDA

PROCLAMATION: INSURE A KID WEEK

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska read the proclamation celebrating Insure A Kid Week as February 7-14, 2004 and made the presentation to Cindy Guerrero with Williamson County and Cities Health District.

WILBERT VORWERK REQUEST TO HAVE PROPERTY REMOVED FROM THE CITY OF TAYLOR EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION.

Mr. Wilbert Vorwerk made a request for two properties he owns to be removed from the City of Taylor extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ).  He stated that he has an offer to sell the land but only if it is not within the city’s ETJ.  Council members McDonald and Mikeska questioned the impact of such a change on the current city limits for Hutto and the proposed airport sites.  Mr. Vorwerk and Mr. Salvato both responded that the city of Hutto is currently in process of verifying their city limits and the information regarding city limits and the Hutto ETJ presented at this time was not entirely accurate.  Council member McDonald made a motion to table the item until further information could be gathered and an opportunity to discuss the matter in more detail and put the issue on the next Council agenda, February 24, 2004.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Council member Mikeska voted NO.  Motion Passed.

IESI QUARTERLY/ANNUAL REPORT

Mr. Price Williams, IESI, Inc., presented a quarterly report to the city council for their information and review.  Mr. Williams stated that based on reports submitted by city staff or IESI staff the majority of complaints or requests for service are being handled within the 24-hour period designated in the contract.  Council member Gonzales asked how brush and bulk pickups are handled.  Dean Gorby, Division Manager, IESI, responded that his staff is working with the city staff to help clean up properties.  In some cases, the property may be an inactive account.  In others, the bulk pile may be over the 5 cubic yard limit, in which case his staff is instructed to tag the material so that the homeowner is notified as to what steps need to be taken to have the material removed.  City staff code enforcement officers have been working closely with IESI staff to remedy many of these problems and will continue to monitor the situation to ensure that the service is satisfactory.  Council member Gonzales noted that his last request for service was handled promptly.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska commended Mr. Gorby and IESI staff for doing an outstanding job and for their professional and conscientious manner in conducting business with the city.

CONSIDER HIRING BUXTON COMPANY FOR RETAIL DEVELOPMENT.

Bob VanTil, Director, Community Development, made a request to the council to consider hiring the Buxton Company to assist in attracting retail development.  Mr. VanTil contacted other cities that have contracted with the Buxton Company and reported all had positive experiences with the company.  Mr. VanTil stated that, if approved, the Main Street Advisory Board will consider contributing $3,500 and the TEDC Board has indicated that they will consider contributing $15,000 towards the contract.  The City’s portion would come from the City general fund unallocated reserves.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska expressed a concern about funding this project in the current economic climate and made a motion to table the issue until they could obtain more information regarding the product.  No second was voiced.  Council member McDonald stated that this may be the best time to make use of the service and to actively seek commercial development.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to enter into the agreement with the Buxton Company as described in the memorandum.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska voted NO.  Motion passed. 

CONSIDER FUNDING FOR FY 2004 HUD ENTITLEMENT AND MATCH OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY PROGRAM

Mr. Frank Salvato, City Manager, presented an application for HUD Entitlement Funding for Williamson County.  The application is due February 27, 2003 and would include funding for capital improvement projects and a local fixed bus route through the CARTS program.  Ms. Marge Tripp, Williamson County and Cities Health District, provided the council with details on the proposed bus service for the city.  Initially, two routes will be funded by the program which also includes funds for promotion and personnel.  Ms. Tripp made a request that the council issue a resolution in support of the program so that she could proceed with the application process.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to support the funding for FY 2004 HUD Entitlement Williamson County urban program and to draft a resolution in support of the CARTS Transportation Plan.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER KOMATSU CONTRACT FOR PARK RESTROOMS DESIGN.

Casey Sledge, Director, Public Works, presented a contract from Komatsu to design restrooms for the pavilion at Murphy Park and also at Robinson Park.  The design contract is for $25,000.  Council has previously budgeted 1998 GO Bonds ($155,000) and 2003 CO Bonds ($200,000) for this project.  Council member Gonzales made a motion to authorize the staff to enter into a contract for restroom design in Murphy and Robinson Parks with Komatsu Architecture in the amount of $25,000.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

RESOLUTION NO. R04-3 – CALLING AN ELECTION ON MAY 15, 2004.

Council member Gonzales made a motion to approve Resolution No. R04-3.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE: Four voted Aye.  Motion Passed. 

A RESOLUTION CALLING AN ELECTION TO BE HELD IN THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, ON SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2004, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING TWO PERSONS AS MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF SAID CITY, ONE TO BE ELECTED FROM DISTRICT 1 AND ONE TO BE ELECTED FROM DISTRICT 4; DESIGNATING THE POLLING PLACES AT WHICH VOTING SHALL TAKE PLACE; APPOINTING AN EARLY VOTING CLERK AND AN EARLY VOTING BALLOT BOARD; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF SAID ELECTION.

AIRPORT BOARD APPOINTMENT

Two applications were submitted for consideration to fill one vacancy by Tim Stence not seeking to be reappointed to the Board.  Council member McDonald made a motion to appoint Charlene Daniels to the Airport Board.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE: Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska adjourned the meeting at 7:15 pm.

_________________________________ 

Gary Maruska, Mayor Pro Tem

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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