CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

APRIL 27, 2004, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of April 5, 2004 and April 8, 2004. (Susan)

2. Concur with financials and payment of March bills.  (Charles)


REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:


3. Consider R04-14 authorizing sale of water treatment plant to the Brazos River Authority. (Frank) If approved by Council, this resolution will approve contract with BRA for sale of plant and providing treated water for the City of Taylor, transfer any and all permits and easements to BRA, and authorize Mayor to execute all documents needed to close the sale.

4. Consider waiving Moody Museum rental fees for Taylor Garden Club.  (Bob) The Taylor Garden Club is requesting rental fees be waived for their use of the Moody Museum. The Garden Club contributes annually to the Museum garden/grounds.

5. Consider report on Murphy Park old bathhouse. (Casey) Please see Casey’s report on the old bathhouse for your consideration.

6. Consider amending wholesale water agreement with City of Hutto. (Charles) The City of Hutto has requested an amendment to the wholesale water agreement. The BRA has sent a letter advising they will provide the water to Taylor to meet the future needs of Hutto. If approved, we cannot provide the water until the plant is expanded.

7. Resolution R04-13 Texas Local Government Investment Pool (TEXPOOL) Signatories. (Charles) We need three signatories for TEXPOOL, so we are requesting Council approval to remove Charles Cunningham and add Mayor Hill.

8. Introduce Ordinance No. 2004-4 Budget Amendment. (Charles) 

9. Consider 2002/2003 Audit of City Accounts. (Charles)

10. Introduce Ordinance No. 2004-8 – Rename Walnut Street to Martin Luther King Blvd.  (Mayor Hill) Mayor Hill has submitted a petition from individual property owners along Walnut Street that have agreed to rename the street Martin Luther King Blvd (M.L.K. Blvd.).

11. Discuss cost of civil service.  (Council member Mikeska) Council member Mikeska has asked that this item be placed on the Council agenda for discussion. I have enclosed the original memos for your information and we will provide an additional memo on Monday.

12. Consider awarding construction contract for Howard Street paving.  (Casey) Bids were received on April 15 and reviewed by Casey and David. Bids came in higher than originally estimated, but staff is recommending award to Shallow Ford Construction to include two additive alternate bids, if Council approves. The two alternate bids include extending water under the railroad track to Welch Street and constructing sidewalk along Howard from 2nd to Lake Drive. Please see the attached memo from Casey/David with cost breakdown.

13. Consider Interlocal Agreement with Williamson County on mowing of right-of-way in East Williamson County Park. (Frank) Commissioner Limmer has requested this agreement that, if approved, will allow City employees to maintain the private drive into the East Williamson County Park up to the parking lot. City crews will mow a strip approximately fifteen feet on either side of the drive from the loop to the parking lot. The County will pay the City $150.00 per mowing as per Mickey Landry’s estimate. 

14. Consider First Southwest continuing disclosure agreement. (Charles) Charles will explain and answer questions related to this agreement at the meeting. 

15. Consider rescheduling May council meetings. (Frank) The first meeting will be Thursday, May 13th. The second meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 25th. Mayor Hill, Council member Mikeska, John Nelson and I will be attending the ICSC convention from May 22-26. State law requires the canvassing of the May 15th election results on May 24, 25 or 26. I suggest we hold the regular meeting on the 13th and a special meeting on Wednesday, May 26th at 7:00 p.m. We will need to canvass the election returns, elect Mayor & Mayor Pro-Tem and consider awarding bids on Street Maintenance and Rio Grande wastewater line replacement. We are scheduled to return from the convention on Wednesday afternoon around 3:00 p.m. 

16. Executive Session.  The Taylor City Council will hold a closed executive meeting pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, chapter 551, Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.074 to discuss City Manager interim performance evaluation. 

17. Action on Executive Session.

 
ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – April 23, 2004

ANIMAL ORDINANCE – Ted is working on the amendment to the animal ordinance that will prohibit the slaughtering of animals inside City limits. 

CHICKEN EXPRESS – The survey company is completing the survey and easements needed for the wastewater line extension for Chicken Express. Mr. McBroome has agreed to pay $1,000 of the survey cost and $5,000 to Mr. Routh for the transfer of easements to the City.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – The committee will meet again on May 10th at Taylor Brethren Church at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the thoroughfare and future land use plans.

DICKEY STREET DRAINAGE – It appears we will receive the $500,000 grant from the County for the drainage work needed for the Dickey street area. The County is waiting on final approval from HUD

EAST WILLIAMSON COUNTY PARK – Ted is working on the paperwork to create the 501©3 organization that will take possession of the 75 acres from the County for park expansion. We will have this item on a future agenda for consideration.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN – The rollout meeting scheduled for May 1 has been delayed approximately one month. I will inform you when I receive the official date.

ELECTRICITY – Governmental Aggregation Project, Inc. (GAP) is currently accepting bids on our behalf for an electrical provider for 2005-2006. Resolution R01-38, adopted in October 2001, allows the City Manager to evaluate the bids and select the provider. Cost of gas over the last 18 months has risen over 50%, so GAP is predicting an increase in electrical cost of approximately 20%. The removal of the water treatment plant from our total usage will probably result in our electrical cost increasing. In the future, transmission and distribution costs will float, thereby causing the rate to fluctuate monthly. GAP has provided a memo for your consideration. GAP expects to send contract prices for consideration next Thursday, May 29th. If you have any questions or concerns, please give me a call.

EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION – Mel Yantis, City Manager of Hutto, advised this week they have a map of their ETJ and will be forwarding it to us. He is asking if we can begin negotiations on an agreed ETJ between Hutto and Taylor. I advised him I would be willing to discuss the issue with him.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT – We are working on an agreement with the Volunteers for their use of the Victoria Street Fire Station.

FIRE STATION – Both contracts have been signed and earnest money has been delivered to Longhorn Title. We are moving forward during the 120-day feasibility period with the environmental assessment and survey.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – This item is on the agenda.

LIBRARY – The TISD Board approved the termination agreement and the land donation. Board President Jesse Ancira executed the deeds and Ted is filing the deeds with the County. We will have the Komatsu contract for the Library on your next agenda.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – The utility work at the bridges is 100% complete. The bridge construction crews continue the replacement of the new bridges. Completion is scheduled for July. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Casey and David will be meeting with Gould Evans on Monday. The last set of plans submitted still had comments. We hope this will be the last meeting prior to plans submittal to TxDOT.

PARKS MASTER PLAN – Approximately 3,000 written surveys will be mailed out into the community on April 27th. The results of the survey will be used in the Parks Master Plan.

RETAIL DEVELOPMENT – Buxton should deliver Phase I today or Monday. Staff, along with representatives from Buxton, will review the result. I will provide you the information as soon as possible for individual comment. We need Buxton to begin Phase II immediately so we will be ready to present packets at the ICSC convention in May.

TAX ABATEMENT POLICY – Ted has not completed his review and comments of the proposed tax abatement agreement, so we will introduce it at the May 13th meeting. 

TCDP WASTEWATER GRANT – This project is scheduled to bid next week and award in May.

TRUCK ROUTE – New signage has been approved and a work order issued. The new signs will now be printed and installed, hopefully, within a few weeks.

