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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on April 5, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato
Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska


Council member John McDonald

Mayor Hill called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION NO. R04-13 REGARDING LOCATION OF CENTRAL TEXAS REGIONAL AIRPORT

Mayor Hill thanked the city staff for their diligence in seeking out answers even when there were no answers to their questions.  He noted that the council was not supportive of the original location as presented by TXDOT at the first meeting.  Mayor Hill then asked council members to speak on the resolution prior to any action to be taken.  Council member McDonald presented a statement regarding his thoughts on the process and how ill conceived the task at hand was from the outset.  Council member Gonzales recused himself from any comment.  Council member Maruska made an effort to explain the events leading up to this point and encouraged citizens to remain united on other issues to help the city move forward in encouraging growth in the city.  He noted how unusual it was for a city to be closing a school (Northside) in a time when other communities were expanding and building new schools; how unfortunate it is for the prison to be unable to find occupants when other cities are expanding their jail facilities; and how traumatic to see one of the city’s largest employers, Intercraft, be reduced in force to less than 100 employees.  He urged citizens to carry the message that Taylor is not anti growth and make that statement a reality.  Council member Mikeska cited the fact the process of funding a state regional airport is faulty and no other entity would plan such a project without securing the funding as its first step.  He stated that the city of Taylor could not afford to participate in this type of process where funds are not secured.  Mayor Hill also gave City Manager Salvato the opportunity to address the council and citizens.  Mr. Salvato stated his support of the Council’s decision and regrets that there are still unanswered questions about the project.  He reminded council and citizens that the reason the issue had never been brought to the Council as an agenda item was due to the lack of information necessary to make an informed decision.  He further stated that the reason there was no economic study was because this was to be a TXDOT project and it was their responsibility to conduct this study with their own funds.  He restated that there was never any attempt to move forward with this project without more answers.  

With no further comments, Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to consider the approval of Resolution R04-13 resolving that the City Council does not approve the Airport. Council member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 6:30 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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