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 City Council Meeting 

February 22, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:           6

Agenda Title:  
Review Preliminary Drainage Assessment of the Dickey Street Storm Water Drainage System; consider authorization of Consultant Services contract and confirm availability of matching funds.  

Council Action to be taken:
1. Select a Plan Alternative for the project.

2. Authorize Halff Associates to prepare an Environmental Assessment for the project

3. Authorize a $100,000 match for the second $500,000 HUD grant for 2005-2006.

Initiating Department:  Engineering

Staff Contact:  David Simons, P.E.

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


Halff Associates, Inc., the City’s consultant for the Drainage Master Plan and the Dickey St. flooding problems, will present the preliminary drainage study for the Dickey St. area to Council.  Staff requests that Council choose one of the flood relief alternatives in the study and authorize Halff Associates to prepare an environmental assessment that is needed to meet the requirements of the HUD grant for this project.  The City’s $100,000 match for the $500,000 HUD grant in FY 2005-2006 must be authorized so that staff can submit the application for the second grant.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a) Background

Halff Associates was authorized last year to prepare the first phase of a Drainage Master Plan and a preliminary engineering study to determine options for flood relief in the neighborhood around Dickey St. in south Taylor. 

The City was awarded a $500,000 grant for FY 2004-2005 by HUD through Williamson County to address the flooding problems in the Dickey St. neighborhood.  A second grant of $500,000 from HUD is anticipated for FY 2005-2006.

b) Issues and Analysis

Halff Associates has developed a number of alternatives and preliminary cost estimates for addressing the flooding problems in the Dickey St. neighborhood and has presented those in the project drainage study.  The two major drainage issues that will affect the Dickey St. neighborhood are addressed in the study and include  1) immediate relief for flooding in the neighborhood and 2) the impact that improved drainage under the railroad tracks would have.  In order to proceed with final design for the project and release of the HUD funding, Council must choose one of the project alternatives and authorize an environmental assessment for the project.  The environmental assessment will address the potential impacts that the Dickey St. flood relief project could have on the Mustang Creek floodplain as required for release of the HUD funding.

The requirements for the release of the $500,000 grant from HUD for FY 2005-2006 include filing a second application with HUD by March 31, 2005.  Council must authorize the City’s $100,000 match for the second grant before the application can be completed.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Halff Associates proposes to complete the environmental assessment for $9,800.  The federal requirements for an environmental assessment have been attached.  The City can be reimbursed for the environmental assessment through the HUD grant.  

The $100,000 match for the FY 2005-2006 HUD grant can come from the 1998 G.O. Bonds, the same source used for the FY 2004-2005 match.

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


The target date for completion of the final design and advertisement for the construction contract for the Dickey St. flood relief project is October 2005 to coincide with the availability of the second $500,000 grant from HUD.  It will take approximately eight weeks to complete the environmental assessment and issue the request to release funds to HUD for the FY 2004-2005 grant.  After the funds are released, staff will present a proposal from Halff Associates to complete the final design and construction documents for the project.

	5. RECOMMENDATION


Staff makes the following recommendations to Council:

1. Select Phase 1, Alternative 3 from the drainage study,

2. Authorize Halff Associates to prepare an environmental assessment for $9,800, and

3. Authorize a $100,000 match for the $500,000 FY 2005-2006 HUD grant.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 


1. Preliminary Drainage Assessment of the Dickey Street Storm Water Drainage System (this file is included on separate cd in your packet)

2. Proposal from Halff Associates to prepare an environmental assessment

3. HUD floodplain requirements

4. 8 step process
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