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March 18, 2004
Press Release

Taylor Officer Caught Assault on Camera

District Judge Burt Carnes accepted the guilty plea of Edward Ray Tealer, 61,who admitted assaulting Taylor Police Officer Conor Mitchell.  Carnes then placed Tealer on probation for five years, ordered him to pay a $750 fine, and imposed numerous conditions of supervision.

On November 17, 2003, Officer Mitchell was sitting in his marked patrol car in Robinson City Park, filling out paperwork when Tealer walked up to the car.  Mitchell rolled down the window of his car and listened as Tealer began to shout profanities at Mitchell.  Mitchell did not react and attempted to try and understand why Mitchell was hostile.

Tealer then walked away from Mitchell, who continued working on his paperwork.  But Tealer turned around and began walking back to Mitchell’s car.  Mitchell turned on the video camera installed in his patrol car and began recording.

Tealer approached Mitchell, who was still sitting in his vehicle.  Tealer again began yelling profanities at Mitchell.  Mitchell replied that he was not going to do anything.  Tealer then clinched his fist and swung at Mitchell’s head.  Mitchell moved his head and was hit in the upper left arm, causing pain.  Mitchell then arrested Tealer for assault of a public servant.

District Attorney John Bradley requested that the Texas Rangers investigate the case to avoid any appearance that the Taylor Police Department had a conflict of interest.  On February 14, 2002, Tealer had assaulted Taylor Police Officer Neel, when Neel attempted to stop Tealer for directing profanity at a Public Works Inspector who was inspecting a home at 1017 Scott Street.  Tealer was later convicted by a jury of a Class C assault and ordered to pay a fine.

The conditions of probation imposed by Judge Carnes include a requirement that Tealer attend anger management classes, write a letter of apology to Officer Mitchell and have no contact with Taylor officers, except in an emergency.  If Tealer violates any of the conditions of probation during the next five years, Judge Carnes can order Tealer’s arrest and sentence him to as much as 10 years in prison.  
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