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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on March 11, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock 

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member John McDonald

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Anita Volek, and Joe Naizer spoke to the council regarding the proposed central Texas regional airport.   Neta Callahan addressed the council on a proposal regarding the future use of the old swimming pool bathhouse in Murphy Park.  Pat Quinn attempted to present the council with a petition regarding opposition to the Central Texas Regional Airport.  City Attorney Hejl requested that he present it on Friday at the City Clerk’s office.

EAGLE SCOUT PRESENTATION

Mitch Drummond, Assistant Scout Leader for Boy Scout Troop 167, introduced the four scouts to presented with Eagle certificates of recognition by way of a short presentation regarding their community work and specific Eagle Scout projects.  Immediately following his presentation, Mayor Hill made the certificate presentations to Eagle Scouts James Fuentes, Duane Whittaker, Matthew Drummond, and Kyle Young.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were accepted as presented and approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – February 24, 2003, and March 2, 2004.
REGULAR AGENDA

Request for Farmer’s Market street closure

Leroy Paul presented a letter to City Council requesting permission to close the 100 block of 5th street from on Monday’s and Wednesday’s afternoons between the hours of 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm from May through November to allow local farmers the opportunity to sell their home grown fruits and vegetables at the Farmer’s Market.  Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to approve the request to accommodate the Farmers Market’s needs for closure of the street as indicated.  Second by council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

Resolution No. R04-7 to grant consent for creation of the Williamson County Water Control and Improvement District No. 2 

City Manager Salvato requested the council reconsider this request from the last council meeting to allow the creation of a new water control and improvement district to accommodate water demand near Hutto.  Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to approve the resolution.  Council member Mikeska objected to the request on the grounds that he thought it was a personal favor to a an elected official outside of the city of Taylor and expressed his disappointment with the motion.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  One vote NAY by Council member Mikeska.  Motion passed.
Consider petition from firefighters and police officers regarding civil service law 

Mayor Hill acknowledged receipt of a petition from Assistant City Clerk Brock regarding civil service law for firefighters and police officers in the City of Taylor.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to accept the petition as submitted.  Second by Mayor Hill.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

Resolution No. R04-9 calling for civil service law election
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to approve Resolution No. R04-9 calling for an amendment to a previous order of election to add the civil service law proposition to the ballot in the May 15, 2004 election.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

Consider accepting public improvements for Northpark Phase 2A

City Engineer David Simons presented an overview of improvements for Northpark Phase 2A including a swimming pool, street, storm drainage, water line, and wastewater line adjacent to the lot.  Motion made by Council member Mikeska to accept the public improvements for Northpark Phase 2A as presented.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.   Motion passed.  

Consider proposal for storm drainage master planning
City Engineer David Simons presented a proposal recommending the city approve a contract with Halff Associates to develop a master plan for storm drainage in the city.  Halff Associates will conduct the first phase for $99,500.  A total of $174,271 is allocated from 1998 G.O.bonds for the Dickey Street project.  $74,771 would remain to be used as matching funds for a second flood planning grant application to the TWDB in December 2004.  An additional grant award for $75,000-$100,000 will be needed to complete the Drainage Master Plan.  Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to award the Phase one contract to Halff Associates in the amount of $99,500.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.   

Consider retaining Bettye Lynn as legal counsel related to employment law

City Manager Salvato reminded council members that in order to move forward with the civil service law issue staff may need assistance in formulating policies and providing additional information regarding the upcoming election for this issue.  Ms. Lynne submitted a proposal for council consideration. Mayor Pro Tem Maruska asked if this would be an annual expense if the civil service law is enacted.  City Manager Salvato said that he has asked staff to include and additional $5,000 in the April budget amendment to cover any initial costs that may occur prior to the election and that any future expense would have to be budgeted for as the issue unfolds.  Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to approve the agreement as presented.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE: 5 AYE.  Motion passed.


Request to fill vacancy on the Moody Museum Board
Bob VanTil submitted the name of Sue Seggern as a potential nominee to the Moody Museum Board to fill the unexpired term of a position vacated by Reverend Frank Walker for health reasons.  Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to appoint Ms. Seggern as a member of the Moody Museum Board.  Second by council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 6:35 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk

(3-11-04)
1

