CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 11, 2004, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of February 24, 2004 and March 2, 2004.  (Susan)


REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Eagle Scout Recognition Awards:  James Fuentes, Kyle Young, Duane Whittaker, and Matthew Drummond. (Mayor)

3. Request for Farmer’s Market street closure. (Frank) This is their annual request to close 5th Street during certain hours for the Farmer’s Market.

4. Resolution No. R04-7 to grant consent for creation of the Williamson County Water Control and Improvement District No. 2. (Frank) If approved, the WCID will be created. The WCID is in  Manville’s and Jonah’s water CCN. If they cannot provide the water needs, the WCID can get water elsewhere. The City of Taylor can annex the WCID in the future as long as it takes over the debt of the WCID.

5. Consider petition presented by Police Officers and Firefighters for Civil Service. (Frank) We received the petition from the Fire and Police personnel. Ted will check the wording on the petition and Susan will check for the number of registered voters. 

6. Resolution No. R04-9 call for civil service law election. (Frank) If the petition is worded properly and the required number of signatures is met, the Council will approve R04-9 that will call for the election to be held May 15th. 

7. Consider accepting public improvements for Northpark Phase 2A. (David S.) Northpark Phase 2A is the swimming pool/public room.

8. Consider proposal for storm drainage master planning. (David S.) Staff is recommending Halff Associates for engineering on the storm drainage master plan for $99,500.00. This will be Phase 1 and funds are budgeted to cover this expenditure.

9. Consider retaining Bettye Lynn as legal counsel related to employment law. (Frank) Please see the enclosed letter from Bettye Lynn.

10. Request to fill vacancy on the Moody Museum Board. (Bob) Mr. Frank Walker asking to be removed from the Board due to health reasons. We have an application from Ms. Sue Seggern. 

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – March 8, 2004

BRA CONTRACT – Staff has met and discussed final changes to the BRA contract. The City Financial Advisor, Dan Wegmiller, has been in contact with the Texas Water Development Board; reference our bonds for the wastewater plant improvements. Initially, the TWDB staff advised they thought they could amend the bonds and remove the water system, but now they have concluded the request has to go before the Board. The Board meets again in April. BRA and I met with Mel Yantis, City Manager of Hutto, and discussed Hutto’s future water needs. I have received a request from Mel to amend our existing contract to provide for their future water needs. This request will help BRA design expansion of the water treatment plant. If BRA approves the Hutto request, Council will need to amend our wholesale water agreement with Hutto.

CEMETERY – Gates and signs have been installed at two entrances at the City Cemetery. We would like to close two of the entrances unless they need to be opened for a funeral. Let me know if you have questions or concerns.

CENTRAL TEXAS AIRPORT – Staff is currently working on answering questions posed during the public meeting and letters/e-mails we have received. We will begin answering questions in the Taylor Daily Press and in the quarterly newsletter slated for release later this month. The trip to McKinney will be March 10th. We will meet at City Hall at 7:00 a.m.

CHICKEN EXPRESS – Staff is working with the developer for Chicken Express to try to reach a solution to the wastewater problem. Mr. Todd Routh owns the north half of the water and wastewater lines at Taylor Plaza and he wants $20,000 to allow Mr. McBroom to tie into the wastewater line. I will be visiting with Mr. Routh to see if we can negotiate a connection at Taylor Plaza. I have also visited with HEB and discussed their water and wastewater lines in the south one-half of Taylor Plaza.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – The next meeting is scheduled for March 8th (tonight) at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church at 6:00 p.m. The committee has agreed to move their meetings around town to allow for more citizen participation. 

EAST WILLIAMSON COUNTY PARK – Commissioner Limmer has requested the City determine how much land in the park will be needed for future sports facilities. Casey, Bob and I will meet with Commissioner Limmer and Mike Godfrey tomorrow morning to discuss the project. Casey also needs approximately one-acre for the future water storage tanks for the high pressure plain.

EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION – I e-mailed Mel Yantis, City Manager of Hutto, last week to inquire when they would have a map of their ETJ. He advised they were working on the map, but did not know when they would complete it. I will hold off on putting Mr. Vorwerk back on the agenda until I have more information as per the motion to table. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – The new Emergency Response Vehicles (SUV’s) were placed into service last Friday evening. The firemen at the Victoria Street station were reassigned to the two remaining stations. The new fire truck is also in service. 

FIRE STATION – The earnest money contracts have been picked up by the two landowners. I have not heard back from either.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Howard Street has bid. David is reviewing final plans on North Drive.

LAND PURCHASE – Mr. Alvin Klima came in and asked if the City wanted to purchase approximately 24-acres on the east side of the railroad tracks and north of Old Thorndale Road. He wants $115,000 to $120,000 for the 24-acres.

LIBRARY – This item is on tomorrow morning’s agenda with the TISD Board.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – The bridge construction crews are working on the new bridges. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Casey is reviewing the final plans for the streetscape project.

TAX ABATEMENT POLICY – Bob and I have met on the policies and hope to have a new tax abatement policy for Council consideration on the March 23rd meeting. 

TCDP WASTEWATER GRANT – Hejl, Lee & Associates are approximately 90% complete with the design for the Rio Grande wastewater improvements. These improvements will be paid for out of a $250,000 grant from Texas Community Development Program and City of Taylor $100,000 match.

TRUCK ROUTE – We are waiting on TxDOT to review the signage.

VACATION – Since our plans were delayed in February, Raven and I plan to travel next week. I will leave a memo to staff that Charles Cunningham will assume my duties in my absence.

