MEMORANDUM

TO:

Frank Salvato, City Manager

FROM:
Bob van Til, AICP



Director of Community Development

RE:

Proposed Sign Ordinance Amendment: Downtown Sign Variances

DATE:

January 20, 2005

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you and the City Council that the Main Street Design Committee has recommended an amendment to the sign ordinance to require that the Main Street Design Committee review and provide recommendations on sign variance requests in the Downtown Development Area for consideration by the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).

The Main Street Advisory Board has recommended approval of an amended ordinance to the Council during their regular meeting on January 6, 2005.

Staff is planning to introduce the ordinance on February 10th with final action on February 22nd. 

This suggestion was generated as a response to the variance given to TCAT for their new sign located on the corner of Main Street and 5th Street.

The request from the Design Committee may on the surface appear to add an extra step to the process. However, a variance application takes approximately 20 days to process. This is because notices must be sent to adjoining property owners (within 200 feet) at least 17 days prior to the hearing. At some time during the 17 days, the applicant can meet with the Main Street Design Committee and receive a recommendation for the ZBA.

The option to amend the sign ordinance was selected to involve the City Council in the decision-making as opposed to implementing a staff-level policy.

A copy of the proposed ordinance is attached.

Please let me know if you have any questions by contacting me at 352-5990 or at bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us
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