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December 9, 2004 Meeting

	Agenda Item#:_6_______________                   Department:___Engineering___
Resolution / Ordinance #____R 04-28______
Agenda Item:

TWDB Grant Application for Flood Protection Planning




	RECOMMENDATIONS:

· Adopt the attached Resolution for the grant application

· Authorize a City match of $75,000 for use with the grant

DESCRIPTION/JUSTIFICATION:
In December, 2003, a grant application was submitted to the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) for flood planning assistance.  The City of Taylor was not awarded a grant.  The TWDB is again accepting applications but they must be submitted this month (December, 2004). Halff Associates, the City’s consultant working on the Drainage Master Plan, is prepared to complete the application if authorization is provided by the City Council. 

The main weakness noted in the City’s application last year was the lack of documentation to back up the flooding claims.  This year staff sent out a Flood Damage Questionnaire to locations throughout Taylor that are in flood prone areas in order to document flooding problems.  Almost 10% of the 500+ questionnaires have been returned to the City and the information gained from them will be included in the application.

As with last year’s submittal, the TWDB requires that applicants submit a resolution from the governing body that authorizes the City to enter into a contract with the TWDB if the City is awarded grant money. Such a resolution is attached for Council’s consideration.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET:

The contract with Halff Associates to prepare the Drainage Master Plan has been phased so that some of the proposed funding for the project could be held in reserve as a match for this second grant application.  The 2004 grant application includes a request for $100,000 from the TWDB and staff recommends that a City match of $75,000 be included in the application to improve the chances of receiving funding.  Funding options will be discussed  during the Council Meeting.
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